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— Quito, Ecuador —

Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.
Psalm 82:4



We are a ministry
that serves the poorest of the poor internationally by 
channeling aid through existing churches or church-

based ministries, cost-effectively helping the poor while 
advancing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Rather than create new institutions to distribute aid, we 
support existing ministries and churches already serving 

the poor. In addition to being the most cost-effective 
way of helping the poor, empowering these ministries 

allows us to support the Church’s spiritual mission and its 
important position of leadership in poor communities.

We consider every gift we receive as a precious 
resource from God. We direct every donation to its 

intended project, provide honest and accurate reports 
to our donors, and keep overhead costs to an industry 

low. We handle funds with utmost integrity and hold our 
ministry partners in the field to the same high standards 

by asking them to document costs and the impact of 
their outreach. 

We invite you to join with us as we seek to transform the 
lives of the poor materially and spiritually — ways that 

please the Father and glorify him in Heaven and on earth.
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Project Synopsis

Description
This project will feed, educate and 
evangelize at-risk children from poor 
communities.

Purpose
To nourish, tutor and provide school 
supplies for poor children, showing 
them how the hope of Christ and an 
education can transform their lives.

Location
Quito, Ecuador.

Cost
$11,000 is needed to provide school 
supplies and textbooks. This is new 
this year.

Highlights 

• Proyecto Moises (The Moses 
Project) is an outreach of Iglesia 
Cristiano Verbo (Christian Church 
of the Word) to at-risk children 
living in impoverished areas of 
Ecuador’s capital city.

• The ministry’s ultimate goal is to 
reach poor children and their 
families with the Gospel.

• Three days a week, 60 children 
receive breakfast, academic tutoring 
and lunch before their afternoon 
classes.

• Activities include arts and crafts, 
drama, dance, choir and discussion 
groups on topics such as physical and 
sexual abuse. 

Student tutored by a teacher.

A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling.
Psalm 68:5
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The Need
Hope Beyond the Present

After her husband committed suicide, Mariana had no money to raise her six children. Desperate for income, 
she began trafficking drugs. She was eventually caught and incarcerated, leaving her six children, ages 6 to 17, to 
fend for themselves. Mariana, facing a possible eight-year sentence, was devastated. Seeing that her children had 
food and basic shelter became her priority. The hope they might attend school evaporated completely. 

Sadly, this situation is common among impoverished families in Quito. Ecuador has some of the harshest drug 
laws in Latin America and its prisons increasingly include women who enter the drug trade out of desperation. 

“But I met the Lord while I 
was in prison, and I always 
prayed for my children, that 
they would be OK,” Mariana 
said. “Sometimes I said to 
myself, ‘I know I don’t have 
anyone, but I know that God 
will take care of my children, 
that he will protect them.’”

He not only protected them, 
he saved them. Danya, 
Mariana’s 14-year-old daughter, 
came to faith in Christ and 
began praying for her family. 
On the morning of Mariana’s 
trial date, Danya prayed, “Do 
what is best, Lord, but please 
— make it so that Mommy can 
come home.” By the afternoon, 
Mariana was pardoned and 
released. 

Rebuilding, however, was 
difficult. While she found a job 
collecting cans and bottles and 
selling them to recycling 
centers, the family’s home 

lacked basic necessities such as beds and furniture. All the children were behind in school, and Mariana was 
unable to pay for the uniforms and school supplies needed to take advantage of Ecuador’s “free” education. 

Without help, children like Mariana’s often drop out of school, turning to meager jobs or worse —to crime, 
drugs or prostitution — repeating the cycle of poverty and dysfunction. 

It’s a desperate solution that offers temporary relief, but it ultimately deprives them of the education they need 
to free themselves from poverty. 

Surely, our Lord would want them to have a better life and some source of hope.
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Ministry Description

The Moses Project began in August 2001, when Christian Church of 
the Word pastor Fabian Bassante decided to start a breakfast feeding 
program for children in his church’s neighborhood. Maria, a longtime 
member of the church, had been praying about a new way to serve in 
the congregation and this was her answer. 

She enthusiastically volunteered and hit the streets, passing out flyers 
to needy children in the area. Eleven percent of Ecuador’s population 
lacks access to regular, nutritious meals, so the first morning they 
served breakfast, she expected at least a hundred kids. Only 10 children 
showed up and Maria was heartbroken. 

“I was so disappointed that I cried,” she said. “Pastor Bassante told 
me, ‘Don’t be sad. Out of these 10 kids, if one becomes a pastor, it will 
well be worth it.’”

Now, a staff of six volunteer teachers serves breakfast every 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. Children are divided into groups by 
age and receive homework help and tutoring in math, reading and 
writing. Fridays are for devotions, worship, and arts and craft activities 
or discussion groups. Before they go off to school in the afternoon, 
lunch is served. 

Nourishing the children’s souls is equally important, Maria says. 
With many of them coming from dysfunctional and abusive 
homes, she counsels the project’s teens to focus on education and 
their relationship with the Lord. School, university, marriage, 
then kids, she tells them.

Maria named the program Proyecto Moises/The Moses Project 
because Moses was a rescued child, and Maria wanted to rescue 
Quito’s children. Little did she know they’d be rescuing families, 
too. One of the beneficiaries of her mission of mercy was 
Bernarda.

When Bernarda was released from prison, she found a job as a 
laundress but struggled to support her six children and elderly 
mother. Thanks to The Moses Project, Bernarda’s children now 
have uniforms and are excited to be back in school. Thirteen-
year-old Diana recently celebrated a little victory when she 
mastered multiplication. Allison, 11, says learning about the 
Word of God helps her choose the right path. And Edwin, 6, 
finds contentment in a tasty meal and simple spiritual truths. 

“I like the project because they teach me about God. I know 
that you need the blood of Christ to go to heaven. And they give 
me school supplies,” he told Cross International staff on a recent 
visit. When he grows up, Edwin says he wants to be a policeman 
so he can rid the world of drugs.



Our Promise to You!
Proceeds from this campaign will be used to cover any expenditures for this project incurred through June 30, 2019,  

the close of our ministry’s new fiscal year. In the event that more funds are raised than needed to fully fund the project,  
the excess funds, if any, will be used to meet the most urgent needs of the ministry.
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Give Now!
God is transforming the hearts and minds of children and families served by The Moses Project. Through its 

programs, families are learning to put their hope in Christ. They see that an education — not drugs or crime — 
will help them escape the economic and spiritual poverty around them. 

“He is blessing their lives. You can no longer classify them as poor,” says Maria. “They’re learning, studying, 
and growing in kindness.” 

Your support through Cross International will provide the youth of Quito with a place where they’ll continue 
to experience the riches of God’s grace, mercy and love. Partner with us today!

Praise be to the LORD, for he has heard my cry for mercy.  
The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and he helps me.

Psalm 28:6-7


